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Alternative Readings 

(a)  Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love, by Edmund O'Neill 

Marriage is a commitment to life, the best that two people can find and bring out in 
each other. It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other relationship 
can equal. It is a physical and an emotional joining that is promised for a lifetime.  
 
Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life's most important 
relationships. A wife and a husband are each other's best friend, confidant, lover, 
teacher, listener, and critic. And there may come times when one partner is 
heartbroken or ailing, and the love of the other may resemble the tender caring of a 
parent for a child.  
 
Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life. Happiness is fuller, memories are 
fresher, commitment is stronger, even anger is felt more strongly, and passes away 
more quickly. 
 
Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid. It encourages 
and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of expressing a love that is 
deeper than life.  
 
When two people pledge their love and care for each other in marriage, they create a 
spirit unique unto themselves which binds them closer than any spoken or written 
words. Marriage is a promise, a potential made in the hearts of two people who love 
each other and takes a lifetime to fulfill.  

(b) from Captain Corelli's Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres 
 
Love is a temporary madness; it erupts like a volcano and then subsides. And when 
it subsides you have to make a decision. You have to work out whether your roots 
have so entwined together that it is inconceivable that you should ever part. Because 
this is what love is. Love is not breathlessness, it is not excitement, and it is not the 
promulgation of external passion. That is just being "in love", which any fool can do.  
Love itself is what is left over when being in love has burned away, and this is both 
an art and a fortunate accident. Those who truly love have roots that grow toward 
each other underground, and when all the pretty blossoms have fallen from their 
branches, they find that they are one tree and not two.  
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(c) from The Most Wonderful of All Things in Life by Sir Hugh Walpole 

 

The most wonderful of all things in life is the discovery of another human being with 

whom one’s relationship has a growing depth, beauty and joy as the years increase.  

This inner progressiveness of love between two human beings is a most marvelous 

thing; it cannot be found by looking for it or by passionately wishing for it.  It is sort 

of a divine accident, and the most wonderful of all things in life.   

 

(d)  from The Irrational Season by Madeleine L'Engle 
  
Ultimately two people who love each other must ask themselves how much they 
hope for as their love grows and deepens, and how much risk they are willing to 
take…It is indeed a fearful gamble…Because it is the nature of love to create, a 
marriage itself is something which has to be created, so that, together we become a 
new creature. To marry is the biggest risk in human relations that a person can 
take…If we commit ourselves to one person for life this is not, as many people think, 
a rejection of freedom; rather it demands the courage to move into all the risks of 
freedom, and the risk of love which is permanent; into that love which is not 
possession, but participation…It takes a lifetime to learn another person…When love 
is not possession, but participation, then it is part of that co-creation which is our 
human calling, and which implies such risk that it is often rejected.  
 
 

 
 


