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Religious Readings 
 

COLOSSIANS 3:12-14  

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these 
put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

I CORINTHIANS 13:1-13  

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or 
a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they 
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy 
in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways 
behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12  

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their toil.  For if they fall, one will lift 
up his fellow;  but woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up. Again, 
if two lie together, they are warm; but how can one be warm alone?   And though a man might 
prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him.  

MARK 10:6-9  

From the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and they shall be one flesh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.   

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:10-13  
   
My beloved responded and said to me,  
'Arise, my darling, my beautiful one,  
And come along.  
'For behold, the winter is past,  
The rain is over and gone.  
'The flowers have already appeared in the land;  
The time has arrived for pruning the vines,  
And the voice of the turtledove has been heard in our land.  
'The fig tree has ripened its figs,  
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And the vines in blossom have given forth their fragrance.  
Arise, my darling, my beautiful one,  
And come along!'  

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12  

Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor.  For if either of them 
falls, the one will lift up his companion.  But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to 
lift him up.  Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm 
alone?  And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is 
not quickly torn apart.  

THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS  

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is discord, union;  
Where there is doubt, faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  
Where there is sadness, joy;  
Grant that we may not so much seek  
To be consoled as to console,  
To be understood as to understand,  
To be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive;  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
Amen.  

WEDDING PRAYER -- Robert Louis Stevenson  

Lord, behold our family here assembled.  
We thank you for this place in which we dwell,  
for the love that unites us,  
for the peace accorded us this day,  
for the hope with which we expect the morrow,  
for the health, the work, the food,  
and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;  
for our friends in all parts of the earth.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


